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this idea is not even a good idea, whether you wanted to do
it or not. Bu t the voc. colleges are there for every
student who is interested in vocational education a fter h e
graduates from high school, just as our col l eges ar e t h er e
for every student who is interested in academic subjects at
that particular point in time. Secondly, I think that the
other direction that we should be going, instead of what is
being suggested t o d a y , . . .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: . . . a r e direct programs that are geared
directly towards industries coming into the state, allowing
them a certain dollar amount to train people specifically
for their particular industry. I think one of the main
problems with vocational education at the secondary school
level is you buy equipment, then it is obsolete right away,
then another industry comes in and you n eed people t r a i n e d
i n a comp l e t e l y d i f f e r en t a rea. Th er e i s n o w ay h i g h
schools can anticipate all the different areas in which the
training is necessary. It is better to give the money
directly to industry to allow them to train our people
speci f i c a l l y f or t h e i r i ndu s t r y .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: So I think that is a better way to go
a lso . Th a n k y o u .

PRESIDENT: S e n a to r Hab e r man. Members Hefner, Sieck, Rod
Johnson and Remmers have asked for recognition on this bill
also. Senator...and Senator Higgins. Senator Haberman.

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President, members of the b ody, t h e
first question I would like to raise is to remind you that a
bill similar to this was passed i n 1984 and wa s ve t o e d b y
Governor Kerrey. So I think we should find out, first of
all, what the Governor is going to do with this bill before
we advance the bill. The second t h ing t h a t I wou l d l i ke t o
b r in g out i s t hat i t g i v e s a lot o f co ntrol to the
Department of Education as new criteria would be made up and
would require qualified teachers and a quality curriculum.
Well, that's kind of a broad statement. We don't know what
they are going to come up with. I w i l l h a ve t o agr ee wi t h
Senator Beutler on one point. These programs are offered in
voc-technical schools, and maybe i t i s d oub l i ng up on what
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